CHUA NHAT THU 4 MUA VONG A

MEMORY VERSE
"They shall name him Emmanuel, which means
‘God is with us’.”

HOQC THUQC LONG
“Ngudi ta s& goi tén con tré Id Emmanuel,
nghia Ia ‘Thién-Chua-&-cung-chidng-ta’.”
Mt 1,23

Mt 1:23



FIRST READING
(Is 7:10-14)

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah:

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying: Ask for a sign
from the LORD, your God; let it be deep as the
netherworld, or high as the sky! But Ahoz
answered, "l will not ask! | will not tempt the
LORD!”  Then lIsaiah said: Listen, O house of
David! Is it not enough for you fto weary
people, must you also weary my God?
Therefore the Lord himself will give you this
sign: the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall name him Emmanuel.

The Word of the Lord.

BAIDOC |
(s 7,10-14)

Trich Sach Tién Tri I-sa-i-a:

Khi @y, Dac Chua sai ngdn su I-sai-a ndi voi
vua A-khdt réng: “Nguoi ci xin Buc Chua la
Thién Chua cla nguoi ban cho nguoi mot ddu
dudi dday adm pht hodc trén chén cao xanh.”
Vua A-khat trd 16i: “Toi s& khong xin, t6i khong
ddam th& thach Buc Chua.” Ong I-sai-a bén
noéi: “Nghe ddy, héi nha ba-vit! Cac nguoi Iam
phién thién ha chua dd sao, ma coén mudn
I&dm phién cd& Thién Chua cla t6i na? Vi vay,
chinh Chua Thuong sé ban cho cac nguoi moét
ddu: Nay day ngudi thi€u nr mang thai, sinh
ha con trai, va dat tén Id Em-ma-nu-en.”

Do Ia Léi Chaa.



SECOND READING
(Rom 1:1-7)

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the
Romans:

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to be an
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God,
which he promised previously through his
prophets in the holy Scriptures, the gospel
about his Son, descended from David
according to the flesh, but established as Son
of God in power according to the Spirit of
holiness through resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him we have
received the grace of apostleship, to bring
about the obedience of faith, for the sake of
his name, among all the Gentiles, among
whom are you also, who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ; to all the beloved of God in
Rome, called to be holy. Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ,

The Word of the Lord.

BAIDOC I
(Rm 1,1-7)

Trich Thu Caa Thdnh Phao-16 Tong D& Gui Tin
Hau R&-ma:

Toi Ia Phao-16, 16i t& cla Duc Kitd Giésu; toi
duoc goi lam Tong DO, va danh riéng dé loan
bdo Tin Mdng cda Thién Chua. Tin Mang dy,
xua Ngudi da dung cdc ngdn st cla Ngudi
ma hua frudce trong Kinh Thanh. D6 Ia Tin Mdng
vé Con cua Ngudi Ia Duc Giésu Kitd, Chua
chung ta. Xét nhu moét ngudi phdm, buc Giésu
Kitd xudt than t dong doéi vua Da-vit. Nnung
xét nhu Dang da tu cdi chét séng lai nhé
Thanh Than, Ngudi da duoc dat Idm Con Thién
Chua véi tat cd gquyén nang. Nhd Ngudi,
chung t6i d&d nhdn duoc ddc an va chuc vu
Tong DO, Idm cho hét thdy cdc dan ngoai
vang phuc Tin Ming hdu danh Ngudi duoc
rang ro. Trong s6 do, cé cd anh em, Id nhimg
ngudi da duoc kéu goi dé thude vé Duc Giésu
Kitd. Kinh gii tat ¢d anh em & R6-ma, nhing
ngudi duoc Thién Chua yéu thuong, duoc kéu
goi 1dm dan thanh. Xin Thién Chua I&d Cha
chung ta, va xin Chua Giésu Kité ban cho anh
em &n sing va binh an.

Do Ia Ldi Chaa.



GOSPEL
(Mt 1:18-24)

The Gospel According to St. Matthew:

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about. When his mother Mary was betrothed
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she
was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous
man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his
infention when, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is
through the Holy Spirit that this child has been
conceived in her. She will bear a son and you
are to name him Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.” All this tfook place
to fulfil what the Lord had said through the
prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel, which means “"God is with us.”
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of
the Lord had commanded him and took his
wife into his home.

The Word of the Lord.

PHUC AM
(Mt 1,18-24)

Tin Mimg Chua Glésu theo Thdnh Mdat-théu:

Sau day Ia géce tich buc Giésu Kitd: bd Ma-ri-a,
me Ngudi, da thanh hén véi 6ng Giu-se.
Nhung trudc khi hai 6ng ba vé chung séng, bd
da cé thai do quyén nang Chua Thanh Than.
Ong Giu-se, chéng bad, Ia ngudi céong chinh va
khong mudn t6 gidc bd, nén méi dinh tam bd
ba cdach kin ddo. Ong dang toan tinh nhu vay,
thi kia s thdn Chuda hién dén bdo méng cho
ong rdng: “Nday 6ng Giu-se, con chdu Da-vit,
ding ngai don ba Ma-ri-a vo éng vé, vi ngudi
con bd cuu mang Id do quyén nang Chua
Thdanh Théan. Ba sé& sinh con trai va éng phai
dat tén cho con tré Ia Giésu, vi chinh Ngudi sé
ctu dan Ngudi khdi t6i 16i cla ho.” Tat cd su
viéc ndy da xdy ra, Iad dé ung nghiém 16i xua
kia Chua phdn qua miéng ngén si: Nay day,
Trinh N sé& thu thai va sinh ha mét con trai,
ngudi ta sé goi tén con tré Id Em-ma-nu-en,
nghia & “Thién-Chua-&-cung-chidng-ta.” Khi
tfinh gidc, éng Giu-se Iam nhu s& thén Chua
day va dén vo vé nha.

Dé Ia L&i Chua.



Fill in the BLANX

! Joseph her husband, since he was a man, yet unwilling to expose her 1o
' shame, decided o her quietly.

5 Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall him
' , which means

TRUE 0R FALSE

Joseph decided to divorce Mary and willing to expose her to shame.

The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in the very early morning
4, and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your
wife intfo your home.

UNDERLINE the correct answer(s)

Who is Jesus?
A. Jesus is the son of King David.
B. Jesusis the son of Mary & Joseph.
C. Jesusis the Son of God.
D. B&C

What does Emmanuel mean?

Emmanuel means "God is good.”
Emmanuel means “God is with the poor.”
Emmanuel means “God is with us.”
Emmanuel means “God is with the sick.”
All of the above

moo®>



Dién vao chd TR7 NG

dinh tdm bd cdach kin ddo.

Nay ddy, Trinh N sé thu thai va sinh ha moét con trai, ngudi ta sé

2 fréla , nghia la
DUNG HAY SAIl
Ong Giu-se quyét dinh bd Maria va co y dinh 16 gidc Idm cho bd phdi
xdu hé va nhuc nha.
Thién Than hién ra véi ong Giu-se vao budi sdng sém va néi vai 6ng
4, rang: “Ndy 6ng Giu-se, con chdu ba-vit, dimg ngai dén bd Ma-ri-a vo

ong vé nha.”
GACH DUOI ciu tri lai ding:

Chua Giésu la ai?
A. Chua Giésu la con trai vua Da-vit.

o} B. Chua Giésu la con trai cla ba Maria va éng Giu-se.
C. Chua Giésu Ia con Thién Chua.
D. CauB&C.
Emmanuel c6 nghia la gi?
Emmanuel nghia Id “Thién Chua Ia Dang tét Ianh.”
6 Emmanuel nghia ld “Thién Chua & véi ngudi nghéo kho.”

Emmanuel nghia la “Thién Chua & cung chung ta.”
Emmanuel nghia Id “Thién Chua & cung ngudi dau yéu.”
Tat cd déu dung.

moo®»

Ong Giu-se, chdng bad, Ia ngudi va khéong mudn t6 gidc bd, nén maéi

con
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REFLECTIONS

FIRST READING

Does your name have a special meaning? Today’s reading H bring J h
tells us the special title, or name, of the Messiah. His virgin ow can you bring Jesus to the
mother will call him Emmanuel, which means “God with us.” world? How are you a sign that

Today’s readings bring us info the historical event of Jesus’ Jesus is with us?
coming among us, and we never forget that he came to us
through Mary. This is why we honor her. In the Eastern Church, an icon called "Our Lady of the
Sign” reminds us of this great event and of these verses from Isaiah. Our Lady is shown with her
arms raised up in prayer, and in front of her is Jesus, drawn in a round circle, a symbol of her
womb. Mary represents all of us, the Church. Jesus now comes to the world through us.

How can you bring Jesus to the world? How is the Church a sign that Jesus is with us tfoday?
How are you a sign that Jesus is with us?

SECOND READING

Paul was a master lefter writer who had a great gift for opening people’s minds and hearts to
God. In this opening of his letter to the Christians at Rome, he identifies himself and his mission.
He is an apostle sent by God to preach the good news to all nations. The apostle reminds us
that we are called “to belong to Jesus Christ.” We are called “to holiness.”

The liturgy gives us one last push to get ready for Christmas
and the celebration of the coming of Christ fo our world!  Ask
. yourself: Am | ready to welcome the Son of God intfo my life in
get ready for Christmas? Take | deeper way? What do | need during these last two days to
2 moment to ask Jesus for the | be really ready in mind and heart? How can | help someone
else get ready for Christmas? Take a moment to ask Jesus for
the gift of readiness for all he wishes to give you this Christmas.
wishes to give you this | Holiness does not mean perfection. It means being ready for
Christmas. Jesus, being willing to live in “obedient faith.” What does this
mean for you this year?

How can | help someone else

gift of readiness for all he




GOSPEL

Although Saint Joseph usually remains in the shadows of the . .
gospels, in today’s reading he emerges intfo the sunlight. We What makes for m"gh times in
can see him clearly as a man who clearly loves Mary. When | a  relationship? What can
an angel assures him in a dream that Mary’s child was smooth fhings out?

conceived through the Holy Spirit, Joseph dares to believe.

Joseph’s faith is richly rewarded. He becomes the foster father of Mary’s child. And he receives
the honor of naming the child Jesus, a name that means *Yahweh saves.”

There is an old saying, "The path of frue love never runs smooth.” This may not be true for
everyone, but it seemed to be true for Mary and Joseph. However, they could be true and
faithful to each other because they were true and faithful toward God. And God made the
rough ways smooth! What makes for rough times in a relationship? Between parents and
children, husband and wife, friend and friend? What can smooth things out? Look at Joseph for
an example. What did he have to do before he could move forward in a confusing situation?

Take a moment and pray: Spirit of God, help us fo be ready fo celebrate Christmas. Help make
all rough ways in each of our relationships smooth. Help us fo be like Joseph, who dared fo
listen, fo believe, and fo love. Amen.



St. John of Kanty
December 23

£

John was born at Kanty in Poland and was the son of good
country folk. Seeing how intelligent their son was, they sent him
to the University of Krakow. He was a briliant student who
became a priest, a feacher, and a preacher.

He was also well-known for his great love of the poor. Once he
was eating in the university dining hall. At the beginning of the
meal, he happened to see a beggar passing by the window.
Immediately, he jumped up and gave the man his dinner.

Some people became very jealous of St. John's success as a
teacher and preacher. His enemies finally told lies about him
and managed to have him sent o a parish as a pastor. Here, he
put his whole heart into the new life.

At first, however, things did not go well at all. The people did not
like St. John much, because John was terribly afraid of the
responsibility, although he tried to do his best.

But he did not give up, and he finally won the hearts of his parishioners. He was a serious man,
and humble but all the poor knew him well because of his kindness. By the time he was called
back to the university, the people of his parish loved him dearly. They went part of the way with
him.

In fact, they were so sad to see him go that he had to tell them: "This sadness does not please
God. If  have done any good for you in all these years, sing a song of joy."

Back in Krakow, St. John taught Bible classes and again became a very popular tfeacher. He
was invited to the homes of rich nobles. Still, however, he gave everything he had to the poor
and dressed very poorly himself.

Once he wore an old black habit, called a cassock, to a banquet. The servants refused o let
him in. St. John went home and changed into a new one. During the dinner, someone spilled a
dish of food on the new cassock. "Never mind," said the saint with good humor, "my cassock
deserves some food, anyway, because without it, | wouldn't have been here at all.”

St. John lived to be eighty-three. Again and again during all those years he cleaned out
everything he owned to help the poor. He slept litfle and that too on the floor. He did not eat
any meat and ate only just enough to live.

When people burst info tfears on hearing that he was dying, he said, "Don't worry about this
prison which is decaying. Think of the soul that is going to leave it." He died in 1473.
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